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Bert Koenders holds the Kooijmans Chair in Peace, Security and Justice at Leiden University and is Chairman of the Dutch Advisory Council on International Affairs.

Mr Koenders served as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands from October 2014 to October 2017. He was a member of the House of Representatives from 1997 to 2007 and served as Minister for Development Cooperation from 2007 until 2010. He was the Under Secretary General of the United Nations and served as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and Head of the United Nations Operation in the Ivory Coast (2011-2013), and Special Representative and Head of the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (2013-2014).

Mr Koenders has also served as President of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Parliamentary Assembly and was Founder of the Parliamentary Network on the WorldBank/IMF. He has been a Visiting Professor at Johns Hopkins University SAIS.
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			Bernardo has 20 years of experience in the international development sector, where he is an expert on conflict resolution, peacebuilding, governance and support to civil society in fragile and conflict-affected countries. Bernardo is also a monitoring, evaluation and learning expert, who is specialized in using theories of change (and theory-based approaches) to assess the effectiveness and impact of initiatives focused on advocacy and social change. Bernardo has designed, coordinated and led complex assignments across five continents. He is also an experienced analyst, who monitors and regularly comments on peace and conflict developments in the Middle East and North Africa. Bernardo has worked for several international NGOs—including International Alert in the UK, Search for Common Ground in Belgium and Morocco, and the European Centre for Minority Issues in Georgia—and for UN peacekeeping missions in Haiti and Liberia. He holds a BA from Tufts University and an MA from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in Washington DC.

Bernardo is AP’s co-founder and Head of Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning.
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Peace in Libya is no longer a priority for Italy




Civil society as the engine for stability and growth in Africa
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Italy needs to do more for Libya




Italy’s contributions in Libya and lessons from Lebanon




Women Peace and Security in the Horn of Africa: between rhetoric and reality
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Evaluation report: Inuka! Community-Led Security Approaches to Violent Extremism in Coastal Kenya
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Evaluation of Oxfam’s work to increase citizen engagement and influence onagriculture policies and practices in Burkina Faso and Tanzania
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			Bernardo Venturi has 20 years of experience in research, training, policy work and programme management mainly on peacebuilding, conflict resolution, EU external relations, good governance  and international cooperation. He likes to blend theoretical analysis and fieldwork in order to bring practicality to the former and reflection to the latter. Bernardo is also Adjunct Professor at the University of Bologna, an Associate Researcher for the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) and lectures in several MA courses and training programmes in different countries. Bernardo obtained his PhD in 2009 from the University of Bologna, where he also held a post-doctoral research fellowship.

Bernardo consulted for several regional and international organizations including the European Commission, EEAS, European Parliament, IGAD, OSCE, the Italian MFA and several international NGOs and platforms.

Bernardo is a frequent media commentator for different Italian media (e.g., Radio Tre, Il Sole 24 Ore, Repubblica, Avvenire, Quotidiano Nazionale, etc.) and international ones (e.g., BBC Radio, Le Soleil, El Confidencial, etc.).

Periods of study and research led him to Chulalongkorn University in Thailand, Moldova State University, the Peace Research Institute in Oslo (PRIO), the US Institute for Peace (USIP) and Sussex University. Among his past positions, he was the Director of the Centro Studi Difesa Civile (CSDC) and he also contributed to the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) contributing as a Steering Committee member. Bernardo served as AP’s Director for seven years (Oct. 2015 – June 2023).

Bernardo is AP’s Co-Founder and Head of Research and Policy.
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	Bernardo Venturi discusses the application of the EU-Italy-Tunisia agreement [Quotidiano Nazionale]
	Reflections from the Bologna Peacebuilding Forum, on the Triple Nexus, Ukraine, and Sudan [Oltremare] 
	Director for Agency for Peacebuilding says, ‘Europe needs to listen to civil society’ [DIRE]
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Italy and peacebuilding

Final evaluation: strengthening young women’s participation in local and national peace processes in South Sudan

Evaluation report: Inuka!Community-Led Security Approaches to Violent Extremism in Coastal Kenya

Final evaluation: “Madame President” project

Participation and migrants

Evaluation of Oxfam’s work to increasecitizen engagement and influence onagriculture policies and practices in Burkina Faso and Tanzania

Assessment summary: Women peace and security in the Horn of Africa
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			Celina has more than twenty years of experience in peacebuilding specifically focusing on strengthening youth participation, and on peace and global citizenship education. She has experience as a process and dialogue facilitator, trainer, researcher, evaluator and developer of curriculum and educational materials. She has worked for several local governments, universities, intergovernmental and civil society organisations, mostly based in Europe and Latin America. Celina is also a grant proposals reviewer for the International Peace Research Association (IPRA) Foundation and a Member of the Code of Good Practice Panel of Experts of the Irish Development Education Association. Celina has a PhD in International Relations (Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands), a MA in Peace and Conflict Studies (European Peace University, Austria), and a BA in Political Science (National University of Rosario, Argentina). She speaks English, Spanish, French, and Portuguese. Celina contributed to AP for 5 years (2018-2023) as an Advisor on Youth, Peace and Security.

Celina is AP´s President.
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			Megan is an Irish citizen and holds a master’s degree in Religion, Conflict and Globalisation from the University of Groningen, Netherlands. There, she refined her research interests in peacebuilding, secularism, sociology of religion and conflict resolution. Prior to that, she studied at Queen’s University Belfast, and as a student volunteered in peacebuilding initiatives, in particular related to the Good Friday Agreement. She is particularly interested in the contributions made by religious actors and civil society organisations to sustainable peace and peacebuilding agreements. Megan has previously worked in events organisation and as a publications assistant with the European University Institute, and has worked in communication roles for research institutes and NGO’s such as Amnesty International Northern Ireland. She also has a background as an activist both in Ireland and Italy. 

Megan is AP’s Communication Officer.
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			Mikhail Silvestro Sustersic, AP’s Director, is a peacebuilding expert with a transdisciplinary background and an holistic approach to the complexities of our world. With expertise in peace and security, conflict management, human rights, gender equality and more, Mikhail is dedicated to fostering inclusivity, equality and meaningful dialogue. He holds a Master’s degree in Modern Philology from the University of Padova, followed by a European Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.Ma) from EIUC and Maastricht University and a Master’s degree in Cultural Diplomacy. Strongly committed to championing youth, women, LGBTI+ and minorities participation in peace and security, he is passionated about preventing and countering violent extremism (P\CVE), transitional justice and supranational criminology. Monitoring, evaluation and learning (MEL) expert, trainer, facilitator and researcher, Mikhail has made successful contributions to impactful projects and evaluations for esteemed international organizations such as the United Nations, OSCE and ODIHR, Council of Europe, and civil society organizations including Search for Common Ground, USIP, UNOY, Kofi Annan Foundation, and GCERF. But Mikhail’s vision goes beyond conventional approaches. As a LARP (Live-Action Roleplaying) and experience designer with the association Chaos League, he creates immersive scenarios for personal and social transformation, challenging participants to think differently and inspiring profound change. Related to this, Mikhail is also deeply interested in future thinking and foresight design, seeking innovative solutions to address emerging challenges. Mikhail’s commitment extends to his volunteer work as an emergency rescuer with the Italian Red Cross.
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			Mariachiara is a master’s degree candidate in International Relation – crime, justice, and security curriculum in the University of Bologna. She is passionate about conflict transformation and peacebuilding issues and the Middle East is her main area of interest. She is keen on organizing and planning and have several years of experiences as project manager in associations.

She first interned for Agency for Peacebuilding and she is now collaborating with AP where she is able to deepen her academic interests for peace and conflict studies and her project development skills.

She is active in volunteer work that includes nonformal education activities with children.
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			Hashim Pondeza has over 10 years of working experience in social, economic and political aspects of Tanzania, with a long professional experience in Zanzibar. He is a founder of a youth championing non-profit organization named Center for Youth Dialogue (CYD). Among other assignments, Hashim worked as a Zanzibar Coordinator for a UNDP project and consulted for UNODC’s CVE project in East Africa. Hashim holds a master’s degree in Public Administration obtained from the Bowling Green State University (BGSU) in Ohio, USA.
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			Ylenia has more than 10 years of experience in research, project management and monitoring and evaluation, particularly in the areas of migration, international protection, and global citizenship education. She has worked for academic institutions and international organisations in Europe, North and West Africa, the Middle East, the Balkans and Southeast Asia. As a consultant, she has been conducting assignments, mainly in the field of monitoring, evaluation and learning, for several development cooperation actors. She was a postdoctoral research associate at the “Borderlands” project hosted by the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute. Ylenia holds a Ph.D. in Comparative Law from the Sant’Anna School for Advanced Studies, an MA in International Relations from the University of Florence and BA in International and Diplomatic Sciences from the University of Genoa.
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			Alessandro is a peacebuilding practitioner with over 10 years of experience. He has worked with the United Nations and with leading peacebuilding agencies such as Search For Common Ground and International Alert, where he managed large and complex projects, mainly in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Alessandro’s focuses include research, training and facilitation in conflict analysis, as well as conflict sensitivity and “Do No Harm” methodologies. His areas of interests include conflict dynamics over access to services and resources, with a specific focus on conflicts between refugees and host populations and conflicts between sedentary and nomadic populations in Central and Western Africa. Alessandro holds a University Degree in Political Sciences from the University of Florence, an MA in Human Rights and Conflict Management from the University of Sant’Anna in Pisa, and a Degree in Research Methods from the University of Bradford (UK).
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